
Dear DHS Family, 
         It is hard to believe that our winter 
break will begin tomorrow. The time has 
passed quickly, and we are all excitedly look-
ing towards a restful break with family and 
friends. We are thankful and truly blessed 
for such an amazing start, and our goal is to 
come back refreshed and prepared for a phe-
nomenal finish. 
 Parents, our first semester End-of-
Course testing will continue with Biology I on 
Wednesday, January 8th and end with US 
History Honors on Friday, January 10th.  
Please review the January calendar of events 
below. If your student is taking either of 
these classes, please encourage him or her to 
do their very best on these state required 
tests. Their individual and collective perfor-
mance is a reflection on the entire school and 
a major component of our School Report 
Card. 
 Progress Reports were sent home on 
November 25th.  We continue to encourage 
you to work with your child’s teachers to stay 
on top of their grades, especially in classes 
where they may be having some challenges.  
Also, please continue to remind your  
student (s) to utilize the many academic in-
terventions that they have available to them 
here at Dillon High School. 
 As the holiday season gets underway, 
I would like to take this time to encourage 
everyone to be safe and have a blessed and 
relaxing holiday.  Most importantly, stay 
healthy and focused on self-care so that we 

can continue to work collaboratively to 
help our students be the best that they 
can be. 
  

Happy Holidays From the  

Administration and Staff at  

Dillon High School 
     Sincerely, 

 
    Timothy Gibbs, Principal 

 

 

From the Principal’s Desk         

Dillon High School  

As the year progresses, please 
remember that we encourage any 
input you have regarding our Title I 
program  and the use of its funding.  
Remember that Title I is a federal-
ly funded program that provides 
funding to our school in an effort 
to help close the achievement gap 
in ELA and Math.  We want to con-
tinue to ensure that we are doing 
all that we can as a school and a 
district to ensure that our stu-
dents have equal access and equal 
opportunity to a quality education.  
Parents, you may call the school and 
speak with our Title I Facilitator, 
Ms. Cynthia Williams, if you wish to 

check out any of our resources or if 
you would like to make any recom-
mendations on ways to improve our 
program.  We encourage your input 
on ways to help you and other par-
ents  become more involved in the 
success of our students. Please do 
not forget to utilize our suggestion 
box located in the main office. 
Remember, we have  a variety of 
academic interventions in place to 
ensure your child’s success at Dillon 
High School.  

Title I School 
Timothy Gibbs, Principal 
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Calendar of Events 

January Events 

 
01/06-Students & Teachers Return 
01/08– Biology I End-Of-Course Testing 
01/10– US History Honors End-of-Course Testing 
01/13– 90th Day 
01/15– American Red Cross Blood Drive #3 
01/20-Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday 
01/21– Report Cards 
 
 

 
REMINDER, REMINDER, REMINDER 
STUDENTS, YOU HAVE THE FOLLOW-
ING ACADEMIC INTERVENTIONS IN 
PLACE: 
 POWER BREAKFAST 

 POWER LUNCH 

 AFTER SCHOOL ACADEMIC ASSISTANCE 
WITH YOUR CONTENT AREA TEACHER AT 
LEAST ONCE A WEEK 

 FIVE RETAKES POLICY (PER NINE WKS) 

 CREDIT RECOVERY-$150 PER COURSE 
(PREREQUISITES APPLY) 

 
*USE YOUR VALUABLE RESOURCES 

  

  



 

 

Ms. McGaha Talks Civics… 

 

 The students in Ms. McGaha’s civics classes just completed a chapter on 
the legislative branch of the United States government.  In this chapter, stu-
dents learned about the requirements to run for office in the House and Sen-
ate and what lawmakers do in Congress.  They also learned the process of how 
bills become laws and the system of checks and balances.   The students have 
also been watching CNN10 in order to become more aware of global and na-
tional current events. As the semester winds down in January, the students 
will study the judicial and executive branches of our government.   

 

What is Happening in Mrs. L. Page’s Class?? 

Lots of Learning...Learning...Learning 

 

In Science,  Mrs.  L.  Page’s students have thoroughly enjoyed learning about the following scientists and 
their contributions to our society:   

Thomas Edison:  An American inventor,  who played a significant part in introducing the modern age of 
electricity.  His inventions included the phonograph, the carbon-button transmitter for the telephone speak-
er and microphone, the incandescent lamp, the first commercial electric light and power system, an experi-
mental electric railroad and key elements of motion-picture equipment. 

 Jane Goodall:  Named United Nations Messenger of Peace (2007).   Goodall studied chimpanzees in great 
detail, learning how they lived in groups, problem solved and interacted with their environment. She discovered that 
chimpanzees had the mental capacity to not only use simple tools but to actually make them as well, something 
that was previously thought to be uniquely human. 

James West:  James West along with Gerhard M.  Sessler,  developed the foil electret microphone,  an 
inexpensive compact device used in 90% of all microphones.  West had more than 250 patents and became a 
professor at Johns Hopkins University. 

Stephen Hawking:   A physicist,  cosmologist and author who did extensive research on black holes in our 
galaxy and led us on a journey to the strangest reaches of the cosmos (from his wheelchair) was presented 
with the Presidential Metal of Freedom on August 12, 2009 by President Obama. 

Mary Jackson:  1st African American female mathematician  and aerospace engineer at NASA (known as “the 
human computer) made contributions to the space program and  broke the barriers of race and gender.  
Jackson is portrayed in the movie, Hidden Figures. 

 

English III News From Mr. Hyatt 

Junior year is an important time for all students, as students are hard at work preparing for not only the 
ACTs, but also the Ready 2 Work test.  Mr. Hyatt’s English 3 class is no exception. Mr. Hyatt’s students 
are actively reading novels such as Jekyll and Hyde, and Bud Not Buddy to help strengthen their vocabu-
lary. They also participate in daily independent reading exercises to build reading stamina. The students 
have already completed several ACT practice packets using test-taking tips that they have been taught. 
The students are currently alternating between working in their “Locating Information” book, and their 
“Reading for Information” book, both of which are preparing them for the Ready 2 Work test that will be 
taken early next year after the ACTs. 

 



The Marching Cats 

Celebrate Many Accomplishments This Year!! 
By 

Adrian Wright 

We’d like to congratulate The Marching Cats for participating in the South Carolina Band Director Association’s (SCBDA) 2A 
Lower State Marching Band Championships. The event was hosted by White Knoll High School in Lexington, South Carolina on 
Saturday October 19, 2019. The Band earned a rating of Excellent. The Marching Cats ranked 10th out of fourteen bands. They 
needed to be in the top eight bands in order to move on to State Championship Finals, but missed the cut off by 6 points. 

 

We are proud of what our students were able to accomplish. They are now poised to be eligible to earned the SCBDA Out-
standing Performance Award (OPA), which is one of the highest awards given by the association. To earn this award, band 
programs must demonstrate outstanding achievement in Marching Band Festival, Concert Performance Assessment, Solo and 
Ensemble Festival, and Region/All-State Honor Band. The band program earned this award for the first time in school history in 
2016. We aspire to achieve this success once again for the 2019-2020 school year.  

 

On Friday, November 1, 2019, the Dillon Marching Cats hosted Band Night 2019. The purpose of Band Night is to recognize our 
senior band students and also give current 8th grade band students a chance to see what it’s like to participate with The March-
ing Cats. This was a two day event that culminated with a halftime performance at the last regular season home football game.  

On Thursday, October 31, 2019, several 8th grade band students from Dillon Middle and a few non marchers from the high 
school, participated in an afternoon rehearsal with The Marching Cats. They learned 3 stand tunes and the Star Spangled Ban-
ner along with a few marching techniques. After the rehearsal, all of the students and parents ate dinner and fellowshipped to-
gether. The dinner was donated by Brandi’s Banquet Hall. 

At the game, band night participants performed the Star Spangled Banner and a few selections with The Marching Cats in the 
stands during the first half. This was awesome but the best was yet to come. HALFTIME! 

Halftime started with senior trombonist and section leader, Brandon Bethea, being publicly sworn in to join the United States 
Army. The halftime show immediately followed and featured Jamont McRae II, a senior saxophonist and woodwind captain, as 
a soloist on a familiar gospel tune. Towards the end of the show each band senior was recognized for their dedication to the 
marching band. For the grand finale, the Band Night Participants joined with The Marching Cats to perform a fan favorite and 
close out the show. If you missed it, you miss something amazing. 

And just like that, The Marching Cats competition season has come and gone. The band performed at the 2019 Darlington High 
School Keith Dabreu Memorial Band Competition in Darlington, South Carolina on Saturday, November 2, 2019. The Darlington 
Band Boosters were great hosts. The Marching Cats competed in Class AAA. There were five bands in this division. The stu-
dents earned 1st place in Marching and Music. They also earned 1st place overall in Class AAA and a Superior rating. We are 
proud of the work and effort of our wonderful students 

 
Several students in the band program auditioned to participate with the 2020 Eastern District Honor Band Clinic hosted by Hartsville Middle 
and High Schools. Students were required to perform a prepared etude, major scales, define several musical terms, and sight read. We are 
proud to report that 31 of our students have earned chairs to participate with the clinic. These students, along with others from the Pee Dee 
Region selected to participate, will present a concert in late January at Hartsville Middle School. We are proud of our band students’ accom-
plishments thus far and look forward to a musically prosperous spring semester. 

 

The Dillon High School Gifted and Talented Chorus presented a wonderful concert on November 18th. The performance featured several 
soloists and a special appearance by the school's mascot. This group is under the leadership of Mrs. Kathy Smith. She does a wonderful job 
of providing performance opportunities for her students and encouraging them to be in constant pursuit of excellence. 

 

The band department also presented a fall concert. During this event, the Dillon High School Concert Band performed two selections. This 
ensemble is comprised of twenty-five freshmen and five upperclassmen. Several members of the Dillon High Wind Ensemble performed in 
chamber ensembles. The week prior to the concert, the chamber ensembles traveled to Dillon Middle School to perform for the 6th grade 
band students. Everyone had a wonderful time. 

 
 



Testing Reminders from 
Our Guidance Department 

 

Remember to sign up for the ACT & SAT. The dates are as follows:  

 

ACT 

 
 

SAT 

 
 

Juniors and Seniors, sign up at CAPPEX.COM for great information 
regarding scholarships and colleges. There is a wealth of infor-
mation on this website. If you have yet to sign up, please do so 
NOW!!!!  

Seniors, to apply for financial aid you need to create an account 
with FAFSA.GOV.  

In January, NETC will hold a FAFSA day at DHS to assist students 
and parents. The exact date is yet to be determined. 

Registration Deadline Test Date 

January 10, 2020 February 8, 2020 

February 28, 2020 April 4, 2020 

May 8, 2020 June 13, 2020 

June 19, 2020 July 18, 2020 

Registration Deadline Test Date 

February 14, 2020 March 14, 2020 

April 3, 2020 May 2, 2020 

May 8, 2020 June 6, 2020 



 

Dillon High School Athletic Department 

Winter Sports Schedule 

2019-2020 

 
                                                          *=Region Game                                                                                     HEAD COACHES   

                                                          Superintendent:     Ray Rogers                                                    Varsity Boys:  Coach   Bryan Grice 

                                                          Principal:                Timothy Gibbs                                               Varsity Girls:  Coach  James McMillian 

                                                          Athletic Director:    Jackie Hayes                                                 JV Boys:  Coach Stacy Smith 

                                                          Assistant AD:           Zach Hayes                                                    JV Girls: Coach  Michele Keys 

 

Varsity Basketball JV Basketball 

12/10/19 Latta 6:00 1/14/20 Aynor* 

 (Boys Only) 

5:00 

12/13/19 @ Latta 6:00 1/16/20 Lake City* 6:00 

1/8/20 Marlboro County 6:00 1/22/20 @ Cheraw 6:00 

1/10/20 Lake View 6:00 1/23/20 @ Loris* 6:00 

1/14/20 Aynor* 6:00 1/27/20 Marion* 6:00 

1/15/20 @ Lake View 6:00 1/31/20 @ Aynor*(Boys only) 5:00 

1/17/20 @Lake City* 6:00 2/3/20 @ Lake City* 6:00 

1/21/20 Cheraw 6:00    

1/24/20 Loris 6:00 2/6/20 Cheraw* 6:00 

1/28/20 @Marion* 6:00 2/10/20 Loris* 6:00 

1/31/20 @Aynor* 6:00 2/12/20 @ Marion* 6:00 

2/4/20 Lake City* 6:00       

2/7/20 @ Cheraw* 6:00       

2/11/20 @ Loris* 6:00       

2/13/20 Marion* 6:00       

            

            

            

            



 

Vision 
The vision of DHS is to create a partnership with the community to de-
velop students who are responsible, successful, and highly motivated.  
 
Mission 
The mission of Dillon High School is to prepare all students to achieve 
excellence by creating an environment conducive to learning where 
students, staff, and families work together to promote the skills needed 
in a continuously changing world.  
 
Beliefs 
* Achievement comes from effort.  
* Respect fosters respect.  
* Family is the foundation of society.  
* Learning is a life-long process.  
* People are accountable for the choices they make.  
* Human beings can achieve excellence.  
* We are responsible to each other.  
* There is a Supreme Being.  
* Every human has potential.  
 

 

Dillon School District Four Mission: 
  
Dillon School District Four will inspire all stakeholders to en-
gage students in creative, innovative, and critical thinking ac-
tivities that address language arts, science, technology, engi-
neering, and math (STEM) standards, in order to prepare all 
students for college, future careers and citizenship in the 21st 
Century. 
 
 



Dillon District Four: no cellphones or other devices during school day or our school buses 
 
According to the Dillon District Four’s Possession/Use of Electronic Communication Devices in 
School (Policy JICJ) is simple: cellphones or other devices cannot be used or activated during 
the school day. Other devices may include pagers, walkie-talkies, or other telecommunication 
devices that emit an audible signal, vibrate, or display a message. 
 
Students are permitted to use cellphones after regular school hours and during extracurricular 
activities. 
 
The policy also states that the district will make an exception for documented medical reason 
and when a student aged 18 or older is an active member of a volunteer firefighting organiza-
tion or volunteer emergency service organization. 
 
The district specifically bans the use of camera devices to violate the privacy of a student or 
staff member. 
 
The Student Discipline Code Book lays out punishments that students will be subject to in the 
case of a violation. 
 
Level I-G the student possesses the device and it will be confiscated and submitted to the Of-
fice. 
 
Level II-B offense is when the student uses the device for photos/videos/audio during the 
school day. 
 
First Time offense is three days out-of-school suspension and a parent conference is required 
for reinstatement 
 
Second Time offense is five days out-of-school suspension and a parent conference is required 
for reinstatement. 
 
Third Time offense is five days out-of-school suspension and pending administrative hearing. 
 
Please refer to pages 8 and 10 in the Student Discipline Code Book. 


